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Starting from the mid-ninth century, when the three imperial powers that once dominated 

recent scholarship has begun to reexamine the region in this era to disclose a de facto densely 

In The King’s Road: Diplomacy and the Remaking of  the Silk Road,

the multi-faceted diplomatic connections between various states along the road. Through an 

argues that next to a certain degree of  political fragmentation, there also existed an “equally 

Instead of  mighty imperial powers, a collection of  smaller independent states incentivized 
diplomatic journeys to “acquire diplomatic information and validate their own status” and 
thus ushered in “a long process of  remaking by kings and their envoys,” which eventually 

Dunhuang manuscripts to discuss who these diplomatic travelers were and the different 

as documented in the Dunhuang texts, Chapter 1 focuses on the travelogue of  Gao Juhui 
and other manuscripts to introduce the different states that coexisted after the ninth century. 
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human and nonhuman travelers together formed a diplomatic mission, which was a “unit of  

The following four chapters, Part II, “Traveling,” discusses the envoys’ lives on the 
road, in particular how they traveled in foreign lands and communicated with speakers of  

collection of  regional routes that were navigated without comprehensive maps but by the 
producing and reading of  geographical treatises, lists of  place names, and place-centered 
poems as well as using travelogues and local guides. Because of  the noncommercial nature 

relations, in which the hosts provided accommodation and treatment in exchange for the 
envoys’ praise for generosity and promise to spread their good name. Such interactions were 
always accompanied by exchanges of  diverse gifts from both sides, in which the parties 

“the state of  higher status reasserts its higher status, while the state of  lower status received 

conversations, as shown in Chapter 7.

role. As noted in pretravel contracts, agreements of  the Society for Long-Distance Travel, 

for the envoys, which in turn constituted an essential part of  the Dunhuang economy. 
Through edicts, letters, portraits, and chronicles, chapter 9 shows the lives of  some of  the 

recognized by other kings. These kings relied on foreign goods, news, and people to distinguish 
themselves from their subjects, thus enabling them to ensure special status. Such usage of  
the “kingly exchange” is also attested in regional politics in and around Dunhuang, as shown 
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shared road among the kings, which was “intriguingly close to the standard understanding 

consensus that the trans-regional routes should be kept open and accessible.

This period, marked by the decline of  imperial powers and the coexistence of  several small 

generated and maintained by a series of  smaller states who collectively formed a network of  
diplomatic relations through exchanges of  luxury gifts and political information. The King’s 

Comprehensive in coverage and meticulously researched, The King’s Road is a long-awaited 

1 

being fascinating and intriguing in many aspects. No doubt, it will appeal to a wide readership 

history.
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